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The eommonly-held view that reli-
gious believers have made a leap of faith
while nonbelievers are men of reason is
an oversimplified and mistaken assess-
ment. All people, without exception, live
their lives, think their thoughts and make
their judgments according to some kind
of “religion”“Religion” in this context
has the wider definition of “world-view”
or “philosophy.” Funk and Wagnall de-
fines religion as: “the beliefs, attitudes,
emotions, behavior, etc., constituting
man’s relationship with the powers and
principles ofthe universe, especially (em-
phasis added) with a deity or deities” —
but, by implication, not necessarily with
a deity or deities.

An example of this secular religion is
the statement of Nobel Prize-winning
chemist, Harold Urey:

All of us who study the origin of life
find, the more we look into it, the more we
feel it is too complex to have evolved
anywhere. We all believe rs an article of
faith (emphasis added) that life evolved
from dead matter on this planet?

When Dr. Urey declared his belief in
this “article of faith,” he was thinking
and judging according to the doctrine of
his materialistworld-view, his “religion”
of naturalism.

There are certain segments of reality
that are susceptible to direct sense per-
ception, precise measurement and de-
scription (“scientific method”). These
segments are only a small portion of total
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reality. Many aspects of reality that are
mostimportantto us as human beings are
not the proper province of the aforemen-
tioned methodology, because they are
beyond its scope. The human mind ap-
proaches these aspects of reality by other
means.

All men pursue truth from within a
certain framework of thinking, which is
really the decisive factor in reaching
conclusions. The same facts are inter-
preted differently by persons operating
within different frameworks. Framework
is formed over a period of many years of
repeated observation of facts and situa-
tions, of long exposure to perceived real-
ity. The observation and exposure may
be inclusive or restricted— according to
the extent of one’s phenomenal environ-
ment. In any case, framework results
from one’s total perception of things,
from the judgment of the total personal-
ity — the total cognition of the psyche of
perceived reality. This is the condition of
the human mind, the very nature of hu-
man perception of reality. It is the ines-
capable process of any and all human
cognition.

It is akin to the factor of totality in
perception as elaborated in Gestalt psy-
chology. It is even more directly related
to the psychological concept of “apper-
ception.” This has been defined as:

..a general term for those mental
processes inwhich an experience, sensa-
tion or perception is brought into con-
nection with already existent and sys-
tematized ideas and is thereby explained,
classified or, in a word, understood. The
pre-existing knowledge with which the
perceived content is articulated is called
the apperceptive mass.2

In other words, the process of know-
ing involves not only analysis and per-
ception, but synthesis and reflection ft*,

2. Encyclopoedia Brittanica, “Apperception.”

in Kantian terms, “apperceptive synthe-
sis.”

Whatever is given in sensation be-
comespart ofa system ofunified experi-
ence; the occurrence of the system pre-
supposes a ‘unity ofapperception' tran-
scending sense. Such apperception
should not be regarded as the work of
memory alone, and it is no mere disposi-
tion; it involves the judgment-making
(emphasis added) and statement-making
function —that is logical function?

One may believe with Locke that the
human mind*before receiving sensory
impressions and before being exposed to
experience is a tabula rasa, devoid of
innate ideas. But once engaged in sen-
sory experience, the human mind has an
innate way of organizing that experience
in an act of apperception that involves
the logical function of judgment-mak-
ing. This process and the product ofitare
what we have termed Total Cognition.
Total Cognition is rooted in the very
nature and condition of the human mind
-0" in its perceptive and apperceptive
function.

Recent studies of the brain have shed
light on its duality. The left hemisphere
of the brain is the sphere of straight-
forward analysis. The right hemisphere
is the sphere of creativity and the es-
thetic sense. Moreover, it processes
data supplied by the analytical left
side, and, after a period of incubation*
produces insight, in which all the
input falls into place in a process of
mental synthesis. A striking example of
the foregoing is one’s inability to de-
scribe from memory, analytically, a
stranger’s appearance, but one’s total
andimmediate recognition, synthetically,
ofthe stranger when he reappears. These
recent studies of the brain support the
concept of Total Cognition as an inher-

3. Encyclopoedia Brittanica, “Epistemology
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ent function of the human mind.

As mentioned above, the extent of
one sphenomenal environment, whether
it be inclusive or
one’s cognition and cognitive frame-
work. .. .
[One s]information would
slight indeed if it were confined to what
he has gained independently of others;
for the greater part of it comes from
communication with others  through
talking, writing, reading...and so on.4

We, the Nation of Israel, have an

inclusive phenomenal environment that
includes, not only the natural phenom-
enaaround us, butalso the phenomena of
our national history: the Exodus from
Egypt (YetziatMitzrayim) and the subse-
quent Revelation at Sinai (
Sinai) on the momentous Day of Assem-
bly
enced nationally (i.e., on anational scale)
atthe time oftheir occurrence, and which
were transmitted zealously on a national
scale, together with the rest of the Torah,
to succeeding generations through akind
of dedicated transmission unparalleled
among other nations, and unimagined by
those who are not practicing members of
the Nation of Israel.

The Torah texts that bear on the fore-
going are.

Deuteronomy,chapters 4-5. Let us ex-
amine one of these passages: Deut-

eronomy4:33-36. Moses before his death,
forty years after the events, says to the
Nation of Israel:

For make inquiry now concerning the
earliest times which were before thee,
since the day that God created man upon
the earth, andfrom one end of heaven
unto the other, whether there hath ever
been such a great thing as this, or hath
been heard like it? Did ever a nation
hear the voice ofGod speaking outofthe
midstofthefire, as thou hast heard and
remained alive? Or hath God assayed to
go and take unto Himselfa nationfrom
the midst ofanother nation, by trials, by
signs, and by wonders, and by war, and
by amighty hand, and by an outstretched
arm, and by greatterrors, comparable to
all that the Lord thy God didfor you in
Egypt beforeyour eyes? Thou hastbeen
brought to know through seeing that the
Lord, He is God; there is none beside
Him. Out of heaven He made thee hear
His voice, that He might instruct thee;
and upon earth He made thee see His

4. ibid.
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B chapters 19-20;
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out of the midst of thefire.
Inthis passage, Moses issues the chal-

vestigate times, places and peoples to
ascertain whether such a great thing as

be verythe Public National Revelation that all

Israel witnessed at Sinai on the Day of
the Assembly, when the entire people
heard God’s voice proclaiming the Ten
Commandments out of the midst of the
fire of the blazing Mount Sinai, ever
occurred amidst any other nation
(“whether there hath ever been such a
great thing”), or whether any other na-
tion or religion has ever

aclaim (“or hath been heard Uke it”). No
such claim, involving, as it does, the

Nwid presence of the entire nation could be

made, unless it actually occurred. The

miraculous Exodus from Egypt amidst
the Ten Plagues

tional scale. As our Rishonim (Early
Authorities) have pointed out, revelation
on a national scale in Egypt and at Sinai
iswhatdistinguishes Torah Judaism from
Christianity and Mohammedanism, or
any other religion. National events are
the stuff of history; “revelations” or
“miracles” relating to individuals, “wit-

the stuff of legends.

In the entire recorded history of the
world we have no example of anything
whicheven remotely approachesthescale
or the peculiar nature of the Torah’s
claim...l was slowly discovering that the
neat, pat, academic theories [of the de-
niers of the Torah] upon which I had
reliedfor my understanding ofthe To-
rah, just did not adequately explain a
great deal of what the Torah actually
contained (from Waking Up Jewish, by
Uri Zohar, astute observer, secularist
and social satirist of modem lIsraeli soci-
ety, whoreturned to Torah commitment),

Allthis—and more~comprises our
inclusive phenomenal environment as a
nation. This national history, this “ap-
perceptive mass,” informs our Total
Cognition, which becomes the frame-
work from within which we apperceive
all other phenomena, facts and situa-
tions. Whatever segments of reality are
susceptible to the direct sense percep-
tion, measurement and analysis of the
scientific method are indeed analyzed by
us in that manner. But for the reality that
lies beyond the scope and competence of
such analysis, the operative method is

lenge of “comparative religion” to in-

same challenge is issued concerning the

nessed on less than a national scale, are

greatfire; and thou didst
herentin the nature of the human mind in

emunah, our conviction, our Total Cog-
nition. To be convinced means etymo-

beyond doubt by one’s perception, or
apperception, of the truth, i.e., to attain
certain knowledge [Latin, convicere, to
overcome, from com — thoroughly +
to conquer].

On the other hand, the phenomenal
environment, the “apperceptive mass,”
of the secularists is restricted. God, Cre-

even made &tion, revelation,

are dogmatically rejected out of hand as
“unthinkable” or “clearly incredible.”

the product ofa certain mode of thought,

work, some ofthe causes ofwhich can be

experiencedon a na-

Grunfeld’s S.R. Hirsch — The Man and
His Mission, which introduces Judaism
Eternal Vol. 1). In turn, Secularism has
resulted in a cultural mass conditioning,
a modem climate of opinion, a powerful
Zeitgeist, a socially sanctioned spirit of
the age which prevent the devotees of
this secular “religion” from giving sen-

competing religion: the “Jewish” Torah,
Conversely, we judge whatever facts are
disclosed by the secularists from the
framework of Total Cognition, not
theirs. Just as we are unaffected by the
judgments of Christianity and
Mohammedanism, so too should we be
unaffected by the “religious” judgments
of the “religions” of Secularism and
Academism.

Through proper training, Total Cog-
nition can lead to a life of happiness that
results from an awareness of the near-
ness of God’sPresence. Wearealwaysin
the house of our Divine Father-King-
Master— inshul, in the BeitHamidrash,
in the business or professional office, in
the street, in the park, in the home — in
all the experiences of daily, normal liv-
ing. We study the Word of God (the
Torah). We carry out the orders of God
(the mitzvot). In all the vicissitudes of
life, in sorrow and injoy— always in our
Father’s house, always in His Presence,
always aware of Hissustaining nearness!
This most intimate personal relationship
with our Divine Father-King-Master
becomes the continual “pursuit of happi-
ness” of the Torah-observing servant of
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judgment-making, logical function in-

its processing of information. This is our

logically to be “thoroug

This secular “religion” of naturalism

acertainmind-set,acertainmentalffame-

ous consideration to the claims of the



God. It requires a spiritual receptivity,
which is generated by an incisive Torah
insight, by a meditative prayer (tefillah),
by a mitzvah carried out with inner devo-
tion, by a beautiful natural scene, by a
sublime piece of music, by a poetic
thought, by a quiet moment of medita-
tive solitude — all while thinking of our
Divine Master, Who gave us His Torah,
Who commanded His mitzvot, Who cre-
ated beauty in His world and the esthetic
sense to appreciate it.

The Torah affords us many such op-
portunities, but there is no assurance of a
constant sense of Divine Presence. In
Thy behalfmy heart hath said: ‘Seek ye
My Presence’; Thy Presence, Hashem,
do | seek. Conceal not Thy Presence
from me, repel not Thy servant in anger
(Psalms 27:8-9). There is a process of
seeking and intermittent finding. Each
of life’s situations is a challenge, a situ-
ational setting for the seeking and find-
ing of our Father’s house. However, the
process must proceed from external, me-
chanical rote to inner spiritual experi-
ence. As in the case of Eliyahu, the
nearness of Hashem is not experienced
through great wind, quaking or fire. Not
frenzied fervor, but a small, still voice of
meditative inwardness is the key to this
highest good of kirvat Elokim (the near-
ness of God).

By living in his Fathers house in this
world as a foretaste of his Father’s house
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in the next mode of existence, the ser-
vant of Hashem escapes the bleak
transitory meaninglessness of life
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TT\e. night is silent, the. wind blows soft,

The snow falls gently from its perch aloft,
/Slature”™s asleep 'neath its blanket of white,
/\)ot a sound in the air, not a creature in sight*

But there in the path/ es anyone. ec\n see,
I_ie footsteps so clear that no doubt can be
But that a man has passed not long ago,
;And left his imprint on the virgin snow.

W ho is this man, ¢7 doubt ZJ'd know,

W hence did he come, and whither go?

W hat purpose had he to come by this way
On this dark eve of a wintry day?

The snow still falls?*—so gentle and serene!
.And already his footsteps can hardly be seen,
3ust a minufe ynove, and no one will know
That a man ever passed through the

winter night's snow.

O ne thing a\one do ask, |I_ord, of Thee,
AH the days of my life in Thy house to bey
A~d afterwards, too, as sang T-"salmistofyore,
CInThy house, O dear Father, forevermore.
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