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Introduction

The following is an attempt to tell the story of M.T.A.
hockey in particular and the Yeshiva League in general. It is unfortunately
somewhat incomplete. Records do not survive from several years and we
suspect that in many cases they were never properly kept. This situation
has left no statistical record of many players (especially those who partici-
pated in the 81-82 and 82-83 seasons.) Obviously, some of those players
were very successful, yet, no numbers exist to document their efforts.
Hopefully, the publication of this work may lead to the uncovermg of
game and individual statistics for those years.

‘ Despite the above drawbacks we were able to uncover
complete individual and team records for fourteen out of the sixteen years
that M.T.A. has participated. This is most extraordinary given the general
poor state of record keeping in all Metropolitan Yeshiva Leagues. Indeed,
the reader is advised that beginning with 1983 all M.T.A. regular season
game records have survived. Therefore, all single season and career leaders
as well as "all time" individual and team records are based on those twelve
seasons (as well as the 1980-81 season which is also statistically intact.)

The editors wish to extend their thanks to Eliot Roth-
schild and Kenny Sheff who supplied us with game by game records of the
83-84 and 84-85 seasons respectively. We also wish to thank Rabbi Ellis
Bloch who graciously opened M.T.A.’s student files to us in order to prop-

erly identify some long since forgotten players.




Forward

Torah Jews are aware, via their participation in the Sinait-

ic experience, that our relationship to G-d is the sum total of all existence.

Accordingly, those participating in athletics, as in any |

non explicitly sacramental pursuit, must show how such an activity fits
into our life long attempt to draw closer to the Creator. Exercise and recrea-
tional diversion are often offered as apologetics for sports, but they seem to
be woefully inadequate to justify an immersion in ritualistically organized
competition. |
Perhaps, though, sports for those not tone deaf to its
rhythms is a gift of joy from a Loving G-d, which, if kept in proper per-
spective, is just one more of the supra abundant blessings in existence’s
storehouse of delights. Perhaps, too, sports allows a degree of closeness
between people hard to equal while in the grasp of activities devoid of
similarly vivid communal orientation.

- Alas, though, sports seems linked to youth or, at very
least, to the young at heart. In the end, to quote Peter, Paul and Mary, most
"magic dragons cease to give their fearless roar". As the tedium of life’s
more somber tasks envelopes us, "painted wings and silver things make
way for other toys." |

Tt is for those who can still feel the joy of M.T.A. hockey
that the following i:}ages have been assembled. It is for those who can still
hear the "Here we gd Lions, here we go!" echoing from the bench; for those
who can still feel the chill down their spine induced by the Franklin K.
Lane Gym; and for those to whom the Lion will never "sleep tonight” that

this book has been completed.
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And maybe, just maybe, those others whose hearing has
been dulled over the years, they too will remember what a pre-Ramaz
game lockerroom was like, and will each yearn, in the immortal words of

Belloc, that when they grow very old, the "men who were boys when I was
a boy shall come and sit with me."




All Time Season Summaries

What follows is a brief description of each year of the Yeshi-

va Hockey League and the M.T.A. team which participated in it. Unfortu-

nately, those in charge of the league and of its M.T.A. entry failed to main-
tain any records for the 79-80, 81-82 and 82-83 seasons. Should anyone
reading this work have any information about those seasons (or the 83-84
playoffs) they are asked to contact the editors in order to include that

material in future editions of this work.

The reader is also advised that beginning in the late eighties'

the tale of the league becomes much more than a mere athletic record. The
constant bizarre, callous and irresponsible attitude of the B.J.E. and its
principals toward the league left literally huh_dreds of young men con-
fused, bitter and with a lingering foul taste about their Yeshiva High
School experience. A series of capricious decisions, as baseless as they were
cruel, poisoned the atmosphere of the league for many years. This lengthy
procession of Byzantine posturings and lack of responsiveness is only
retold in part in the ensuing pages. The complete story could fill a good
Sized volume. It would involve details of a self imposed hysteria as painful
to its victims as it appeared delightful to its perpetrators.

Thankfully, these antics largely petered out in the nineties.
In fact the league has functioned with little or no interferance since 1992,
the last time that the infamous "no fans" edict was toyed with.

QOur volume, however, is about M.T.A. hockey‘and the
League which, despite all, has survived. It is that story which deserves to
be recorded and it is on it that the major emphasis of what follows is

placed.
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1979-1980 M.T.A. Roster

No exact roster for the 79-80 team has been uncovered to date. The reader is
referred to the all time player statistical section for information concerning
those players about whom it has been established did play that season.

1979-80 League Standings
Pt

=N w L T S.
. Ramaz 7 1 2 16

53 ‘ M.T.A. 6 2 2 14

= B.TA. 4 3 1 9
~ Ny X R 2 6 1 5

= Frisch 1 9 0 2
Playoffs

= ; Semi-Finals

e BTA. 2 at M.T.A 1 (0.T)
J.E.C. 6 at Ramaz 4

= | Championship

BTA 4,JEC. 1
(Game played at J.E.C}

The Yeshiva High School Hockey League was founded in
™S the fall of 1979 due to the combined efforts of Gershon Bergwerk, a senior
== at Ramaz, and Michael Gelber, who served as its first Commissioner.! Each
> participating team was largely self governing with players paying their
__ own entry fees, selecting their own coaches and co-ordinating scheduling.
@ Most principals were not even aware of the league’s existence and certainly
none seemed to care if they were.
= Rules for the initial season were rough-and-tumble with no
restrictions on body checking and fighting punished by ejection only after
= the third fracas per contest. There were no equipment requirements and
most players were helmetless. Commissioner Gelber s liberalism on these

matters (so startling in view of his later positions) proved harmless and all

®  involved escaped unscathed. |
M.T.A. and Ramaz opened the season with a 4-4 tie at

M.T.A. on February 10th, 1980. They would go on to play another tie (2-2)




and Ramaz would triumph at home 7-3. In the end, however, both power-
houses were upset on the same Sunday in early June by B.T.A. and J.E.C.
respectively in the Semi-Finals.? B.T.A. triumphed and the long awaited
M.T.A.-Ramaz confrontation never took place.

1. See copy of founding letter in Appendix A,

2. Interestingly enough, the first game played in the newly
formed league took place on December 16, 1979 as Ramaz
hosted M.T.A. in an exhibition contest. (The Lions
triumphed 7-4.) Thus, official Yeshiva League play has
extended throughout three decades.

3. Ramaz in 1981-82 and O.T.1. in 1989-90 were the only
other below .500 teams to besides J.E.C. to play in a
title game. None of them emerged victorious.
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Forwards
Bykov, Alex

Cohen, Richie

Fein, Avrchom
Ratzker, Paul (Captain)
Tuch, Jay (Alt. Captain)

Weber, Eli

sioner in the league’s second year. Rule changes included an automatic
game misconduct for fighting followed by a one game suspension and the
elimination of sudden death in the regular season. A curiosity of this and
the following year was the participation of Hastings, a group of public

school youths from the town of the same name. (They were eminently well

1980-81 M.T.A. Roster

Defensemen
Beiber, Mark

Meiselman, David
Rubin, Jared
Sherry, Michael
Spergel, Paul
Steinmentz, Joel

Goaltender
Kleinhandler, Howie

Coach - None (Paul Ratzker functioned as coach.)

1980-81 League Standings

A\ L T Pts.
M.T.A2 8 1 0 16
Ramaz 7 2 1 15
Hastings 7 3 0 14
BTA! 2 6 1 5
Chofetz Chayim 2 8 0 4
YHSQ?2 0 5 0 0

1. B.T.A. and M.T.A. canceled their last game,
standings not affected '

2. Y.H.S5.Q. replaced Frisch, who dropped out with
an 0-5 record. _

Playoffs
Semi-Finals '
B.TA. 2 at MTA. 9
Hastings 4 at Ramaz 6

Championship _
M.T.A. 5, Ramaz .1
(Game played at Y.H.5.Q.)

Rabbi Mayer Schiller, coach of Ramaz, took over as Commis-

behaved and always punctual with their league dues.)




Once again M.T.A. and Ramaz dominated the regular sea-
son. However, the Lions had maintained the nucleus of their 1979-80 team
while the Rams had lost 4 out of 6 starting forwards and 3 out of 4 starting

defensemen from their regular season championship squad of the year

before. Although splitting their season series (with Ramaz ironically
winning at M.T.A. 4-1 while the latter triumphed at Ramaz 5-1) the Lions

easily won their first championship, 5-1.
This year was the last for B.T.A. as the school closed that

summer. Chofetz Chayim® would also never return, and Y.H.S.Q. became

an all girl’s school.

1. However, the following year ateam combining O.T.I. and Chofetz Chayim students did
return. Memories of the precise name of this entry are hazy. Some feel that they went under-
the O.T.1. sobriquet and the involvement of the C.C.ers was never known to the league. The
employment of ringers was the subject of some controversy in the league’s early years. It
has since been established that in 1980-81, for example, both B.T.A. and Chofetz Chayim
utilized players from other schools. Of course, the unique case of Hastings is utterly
confusing in this regard since they were just a loosely knit group of friends who played
together. What, if any, were their roster restrictions?
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1981-82 M.T.A. Roster

Forwards Defensemen
Frank, Donny Goldberg, Scott
Goldstein, Robbie ‘ Polonetsky, Jules
Mehler, Michael - Samet, Jerry
Polinsky, Steve (Alt, Captain) Tannen, Steve

Ratzker, Michael
2  Schreiber, Avram
Thurm, Jonathan {Captain)

e ' : Goaltenders
Klein, Gary

Morduchowitz, Stuart
4 Coach - Stuart Liss

= 1981-82 League Standings
- W L

T Pts.
Hastings -5 0 1 10
- Ramaz 2 3 1 5
= M.T.A.l 1 3 2 4
2 Chofetz Chayim 1 3 2 4

— 1. M.T.A awarded third place based on head-to-head
results with Chofetz Chayim. '

Playoffs

— Semi-Finals

Ramaz 3 at M.T.A. 2

M.T.A. 6 at Ramaz 5 (0.T.)

M.T.A. 3 at Ramaz 5
Championship

Hastings 7 at Ramaz 1
Ramaz 1 at Hastings 7

Randy Dulny, the then Junior Varsity Basketball Coach and
Athletic Director of Ramaz became League Commissioner in 1981. He
would continue in that capacity for the next three years. A rule change

instituted under his leadership was the awarding of 2 1/2 minutes for a

minor penalty as opposed to 11/2 under the Gelber and Schiller regimes.
It 1s worth noting this fact when considering both league and individual
statistics for the 81-84 period. Teams had a minute longer on the power

play than did those that played from 79-81 and from 85 till the present. [In




1984-85, 2 minutes was given for a minor.] All these changes, geared to
impact upon the degree of roughness in the league, had absolutely no
effect, as penalty totals remained generally constant throughout all 10 years
of league play.)

' The 81-82 season featured the smallest number of teams in
league history. Both B.T.A. and YH.S.Q. were no longer functioning, so a
mere four teams remained. Of that group, Hastingé was clearly the superi-
or contingent. Despite a shocking 3-3 tie with lowly Chofetz Chaim (the
team was, in fact, an amalgamation of C.C. and O.T.L) they swept through
the regular season, earning a bye in the playoffs. M.T.A. struggled to its
worst ever record. In fact, it was Chofetz Chayim’s 1oss to Ramaz in the
final game of the regular season which put them in the playoffs on the
~ basis of a head-to-head tie breaker.

In the Semi-Finals Ramaz and M.T.A. played a classic series,

‘with the Rams winning the hard fought duel 2 games to 1. However,
Hastings easily dispatched Ramaz by lopsided scores in two straight games
to win the League Championship. All of Hastings’ players were seniors, so
the team would never return. Captained in both their years by the talented
Jared Weber, led 'by scoring phenomenon ]immy Fayerweather and an-
chored in goal by Michael Paterson, they will forever be inscribed in the
record books as the only l'argely non-Jewish team to capture a Yeshiva
League championship.
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1982-83 M.T.A. Roster

Forwards . Defensemen
Frank, Donnie Abrahams, Billy
Goldstein, Robbie (Alt. Capt.) Goldsmith, Michael
Greif, Alan Lederman, Rob
Henzel, Marc - Newman, David
~  Mehler, Michael (Captain) Rothschild, Elliot
Ratzker, Michael ' Samet, Jerry
= Saperstein, Naftali Tannen, Paul
_ Schreiber, Avram {Alt. Capt.) . Wasserman, Chuck
= Goaltenders
' Klein, Gary

= _ | Morduchowitz, Stuart
Coach - Eddie Isso

This is the second of the "dark years" for which no statistical

record survives. It was also the first of the H A ET.R. championship years.

== to dominate league play, capturing the regﬁlar season title.

the title, and the last that would not be shrouded in controversy

11

‘Featuring Irwin Weltz, who some see as the league’s greatest all time

player, and hosts of Glucks, including the coach, Ivan Gluck, they tended

H.A FT.R. thendispatched Ramazin twostraight games for the

championship. It was the first of three times those teams would clash for

(Note: The 82-83 team had two different jerseys which it
wore at random during the season. One was purple with gold trim, last
used by the 1980-81 squad which featured M.T.A. in gold letters across the
chest. The other was a dark blue with white lettering and sported a Lion in
front. Fascinatingly, some players had different numbers on each jersey.
This accounts for the fact, noticeable in the all time roster, that assorted
players from 82-83 are listed as having the same number. We were unable
to aécurately ascertain both numbers for all players. The following year, 83-
84 would mark the first appearance of the since familiar white jerseys with

red and blue trim. They would remain constant until the present.)


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































