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Sunday, Aug. 16
B President Clinton, one day before be
coming the first President ever to face a
crhminal grand jury, is being urged to re
verse seven months of blunt denials
and acknowledge an “inapprophiate re
lationship™' with Monica Lewinsky, ad
visers say. "'The truth is the truth, and
that’s how the President will testify,
says Clinton’s personal attomey, David
Kendall. Publicly, the President and
First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
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to far seven months abotirt the M
ca Lewinsky affair. During their
the First Lady ;’iur-hrl-.
¥ DEICHED NEr nd
through several scandats involving his
reported dalliances, *‘She knows who
she smamedto, oneaite Says on con
dition of anonymity. "'l cannot believe
this came as a bolt from the blue. She's
just oo smart for that
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B President Clinton celebrates hus S2nd
birthday with family, frienids and presents
The low-key celebration is a far cry from
last year, when he was serenaded by Carly
Simon at a raucous shindig hosted by Ted
Danson and Mary Steenburgen. Clinton’s
hirthday presents are a ciosely guarded
secret. The quiet dinner party is thrown by
Washinglon powerbroker Vemon Jordan
at his rented sheep fanm on Martha's
Vineyard.

Pwsday, AV 20 .

President Clinton launches cruise missile
attacks against terrorists in Afghanistan
and Sudan after receiving " ‘convincing ev
dence” they orchestrated the suicide
bomb siaughter at two U.S. embassies in
East Africa. Clinton announces the attack
at the press briefing center in Martha's
Vineyand before retuming to Washington.
He cites evidence Saudi millionaire
Osama Bin Laden’s termonst network was
behind the Aug. 7 embassy bombings in
Kenya ahd Tanzania that killed 12 Ameri
cans and nearly 250 others.
Reportsindicate 75 to 100 longrange
Tomahawh cruise missiles were fired
from Navy ships in the Arabian Sea and
Red Sea in less than an hour around
1:30 p.m. New York time.

B Micheie Galeotafiore

NDER EVERYDAY cir-
cumstances, nobody
would call Rabbi Maver
Schiller a devil's advocate,
but circumstances at the Im-
maculate Canception Center
in Douglaston, Queens, were
not everyday
And so, the Orthodox rabbi,
who teaches Bible and Torah
at the Yeshiva University's
High School for Boys, found
himsell promoting the cause
of His Satanic Majesty
At, of all places, a Catholic
institution — the pastoral cen
ter lor the Diocese of Brook
lyn, home of 14 Church agen
cies, 25 retired priests and 25
afe seminarians
In a way, yes, the
made Schiller do il “T've ney
er done anvthing like this b
fore,” he says, “but, 1 thought
Il was a good way to présent a
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perspective on evil ™

The occasion was the 100th
anniversary of the birth of
(.S, Lewis. the British writer
and ardent defender of Chris-
tianity whose works include

The Screwtape Letters

Serewlape was the
Lewils gave the
who wrote
lar, Nictional letters advising
his young nephew Worm
wood, an apprentice devil, on
the most Gendish ways to
human souls for Satan

More than 50 years aller its
publication, Lewis’ salire
about good, evil and human na
ture remains a best selier and
divinity school reguirement

Schiller involved be
cause he’'s a member of the
New York branch of the C.S
Lewis Society, which cele-
brated the centenary last
weekend at Immaculate Con-
ception

“1 first read ‘Screwtape’
when [ was 12," says Schiller,
formerly of Brooklyn and Queens and
now of Munsey, in Rockland County
“and 1 liked it enormously. 1 still do.”

So when he was asked to participate
Schiller turned to “Screwtape.” He de-
livered a parody that skewered the sor-
ry state of human morality and ethics
as seen through the eyes of the devil's
right-hand fiend.

Some of Schiller's version is wicked-
Iy to the point In his version of Serew-
tape's world, there's praise for the
“glorious mass slaughter and suffer
ing” of war. For the “delicious frenzy”
of patriotism. For the “silly bourgeois
props” of civility, decency, manners
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FAMED TOME: Rabbi Mayer Schiller holds {
first read when he was 12 and still enjoys 1o this day
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Rabbi gets a bit devilish

a copy

modesty, loyalty and love. (See related
5 fﬂ”‘-‘,‘_fnr more excerpls)

Schiller says he got the parody idea
during a national C.S. Lewis confer
ence at Wheaton College in Wheaton
IL, earlier this year

He's written many articles and two
books one tellingiy titled “The
Guilty Conscience of a Conservative’

but the "Screwlape” satire was a
first foray into fantasy

Schiller, a self“termed conservative
and graduate of a Hasidie institute,
has taugh! for 22 years, the last dozen
at Yeshiva University's all-boys' high
on the upper West Side

The Screwlaps

He was not raised Orthodox
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litically conservative

secmed religiously nstural

He was asked to join the C
500 members

Soviety, which has abot
most in the New York
speaking to a2 Catholie
VEars ago

ur
group a

Orthod

oxXy

and log

L]

S. Lewis

after

lew

Schiller is married and has two chil

dren and four grandchildren
‘So far,” he says

"1 haven't wrillen

thein any lelters giving them any ad-
vice on anything, bul one of these days,

I might.”

‘Out the window, we tossed decency’

How the bad guys won the West in Rabbi Mayer Schiller's

fanciful revision of "Screwtape”

“We stuck to our strategy of pushing ‘isms
Communism. Freudianism. Democracy. In Amenca, at times,
we dregsed things wp in the colors of sociology and progressive

education.

“We took comtrol, but softly and slowly. We made life coarse

and ugly

“Owul the windoe, we tossed decency, civility
modesty, loyalty and love. We had them babbling about “free
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“No maas ralliex. No foreed catechisms

No, we hog

vision. Absolute wirnd comitrol

Reseroe and digw

lafa

doms’ one day and ‘phobias’ the next, and we came to domi
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“We moved slowly. Dress became slovenly and language
y were mocked

“Now, things are going well as a whole, but in our busmess

“Remember, stay m touch with your leaders in Hollyneood
Wall Strect and Washington
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