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Adar 21 5764
Reis Medrash Rachmistrivka
Monsey, New York




lssued to Commemorate the
Renovations and Rededication of
Beis Medrash Rachmistrivka
of Monsey, New York

Sunday the First Day of Vayakhel/Pekudei
Adar 21 5764

Uilui Nishmas HoRav, Reb Moshe ben
Shiomo Aharon €isenbach, who
passed away on this day in 5732 -

the day of the Yarhzeit of the Zaddik,
Rebbe Reb Elimelech of Lizhensk,
author of the Noam €limelech
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Beis Medrash Rachmistrivka of
Monsey - A Brief Overview

In a little over two weeks the
Rachmistrivka Beis Medrash of Monsey will reach
its twentieth year. It was shortly before Pesach of
that year when a small minyan gathered for
md’ariv in the same area that we sit tonight. The
walls had yet to be built and the floor was not
yet down. A f'chaim was drunk at the conclusion
of the tefillah and, in effect the shul’s first
chanukas ha-bayis had concluded.

Despite the most modest of physical
surroundings, once the first minyan was held, a
few weeks after Pesach, there would be no
turning back. The minyan, albeit with a few close
calls and last minute “miracles,” would continue
without interruption from then till now.

In its initial stages the minyan Wwas
comprised of a diverse group, representing
assorted Chasidic and yeshiva orientations, some
drawn by simple proximity while others were
attracted by Rachmistrivka, in general, and the
Rov shlita’s person, in particular.

The Rov, following in the path of his
ancestors, has always guided the tzibbur in an
understated, self effacing manner. Yet, for those




wise to the subtleties and nuances of
Tschernobil, in general, and Rachmistrivka, in
particular, he has embodied and articulated
(although rarely verbally) the very essence of this
unique path. Gentle and considerate to all, with
Torah, avodah and kindness inextricably linked,
he continues the teachings of kedushah tied to
modesty and compassion of his holy forbearers.

As the years went on, the initial eclectic
group was replaced and supplemented by a
younger generation, full of enthusiasm, that had
spent their formative years in either or both

Rachmistrivka courts, in Jerusalem and Boro
Park.

Many people have played a pivotal role in
this Beis Medrash through the years. However,
there is only one person who has been here
from day one with sacrifice and loyalty. He is a
talmid chacham of much renown who has had the
merit to serve as an example to all of us with his
constant and joyous emunah and bitachon. Reb
Chaim Shlomo Steinberg’s name has been
synonymous with Rachmistrivka Beis Medrash
from its inception. May he spend many long and
healthy years together with us.

In the recent project of renovating the
shul we are all aware of the work of Reb Shabsai
Pachtman who has the gratitude of all. In




Chanukas ha’ Bayis

.ddition, the initial stages of the project were
made possible by the steadfast work of Reb
Moshe Greenberg. And, the generous donations
(including that of a new Aron Hakodesh) of long
time, loyal member, Reb Moshe Zev Dupelt,
were instrumental in seeing the job through to
its end. May they all be rewarded from On High
for their efforts.

Let us also at this time not forget the one
of our mispallelim, who is no longer with us, Reb
Herschel Gutwein, whose joy in life and
consistent, unyielding loyalty to the Beis Medrash
will serve to always uplift us. May his memory
always be a blessing.

May all our mispallelim be worthy of seeing
the time when, led by the Rov, shiita, we will all
be worthy of greeting Moshiach, speedily in our
days.

This evening’s chanukas ha-bayis is Filui
nishmas, Reb Moshe Eisenbach (1926 - 1972). A
major portion of the expenses for the current
extensive renovations has been donated and
collected for this purpose for deeply personal
reasons. These reasons, along with a brief
biography, appear in the following pages.

Hanholas ha - Beis Medrash

D




" Chanukas ha’Bayis

R. Moshe Eisenbach a‘h

A Chasidc Model of Torah and Humility

lt is now over three decades since the
passing of Reb Moshe Eisenbach a’h. Yet, to me
and, | am sure, to all those who knew him, his
uniqueness lingers. We are left with far more
than mere memory. We are left with an image
that challenges, exhorts and beckons us across
the expanse of lengthening years.

| find it difficult to describe him to those
born in recent decades - even those born in the
somewhat secluded environs of Chasidic
communities. His concerns, so far as | saw them
(and | was fortunately a frequent guest in his
house), were all spiritual - learning, davening and
kindness. They were enveloped in a singular
sincerity (temimus), in a sweet receptivity to one
and all, in a simplicity and in a serene faith that is
all too difficult to achieve today, a mere
three-plus decades after he left us.

Yet, | feel an obligation to, at very least,
attempt to convey a bit of his essence to the
next generation, in order that my children and
grandchildren and his children and grandchildren
and all those who might seek spiritual inspiration,
may know what a Chasidische Yid of the previous
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generation was like. Hopefully, this knowledge
will not be to them simply academic but will
serve as an example of the spiritual heights that

we may glimpse from afar and pursue, however
imperfectly, all our days.

The biographical details of Reb Moshe’s
life have been ably sketched elsewhere. '

In brief, he was a
Polish Jew born and
raised in the town of
Yaraslov to a family of
Bluzuver Chasidim. His
formative years were
spent there, immersed
in Torah among a
group of young Belzer
Chasidim who pursued Reb Moshe Eisenbach Z71
their studies under the
watchful eye of the, eventual Belzer Rosh
Yeshiva and Rosh Kollel, Reb Shalom Brander
a’h. During the war Reb Moshe was exiled to
Siberia by the Communists and it was there that
he contracted a heart condition that was to

| See the essay “Kavim Ketzarim Dmuso Ha'Zach shel Ha’Chosid Mh'R
Moshe Eisenbach z'| M’Gdolei V’Chashuvei Chasiedi Skvera” in Rabbi
Herschel Rosenfeld, Shufchan Ha'Shabbos and Likkutei Imrei Tzvi, pp-1
-9, second sequence of numbers after the Index.




plague him for the remainder of his life.

Having survived the horrors of the war, he
made his way afterwards to Paris, where a
makeshift yeshiva was started for a handful of
adolescents. Providentially, one of the maggidei
shiur was a former Navardeker talmid. He was so
impressed with the young man’s diligence and
aptitude in his studies that he recommend that
the Navardek yeshiva in America use one of its
available visas to bring Reb Moshe to America
and enroll him there.

It was during his years of learning in
Yeshivas Beis Yoseph Navardek in Brooklyn that
Reb Moshe encountered the Skvera Rebbe, zy'a -
(may his merit shield us), who had arrived in
Boro Park in the late 1940s. It didn’t take long
before Reb Moshe became the Rebbe’s devoted
follower. The Rebbe himself, who rarely spoke at
length on any matter and was certainly not one
to lavish illusory spiritual praise, would at times
reveal the extraordinary regard in which he helcd
Reb Moshe. For example, he remarked “Reb
Moshe loves to learn” or “He is a fine bochur, 2
great fearer of Heaven.” Or “He is an example of
the fear of Heaven.”

Shortly after his wedding in 1951, Reb
Moshe thought that he would have to leave the




" Chanukas ha'Bay
“walls of the Beis Medrash” and pursue 2
livelihood. When he asked the Rebbe about this
he replied, “A waste! A waste!” Whereupon,
Reb Moshe took the hint and resolved to devote
the remainder of his days and nights to study of

the Holy Torah.

Reb Moshe’s Wedding

Shortly after the current Skvera Rebbe’s
bar mitzvah in 1953, Reb Moshe was selected by
the Rebbe, zy’a, to learn with his son. This
chavrusa lasted for many years. Together they

finished many masechtos in Shas and topics in
Shulchan Arukh

After the Rebbe’s passing on the second of
Nissan 5728 (1968), Reb Moshe attached himself
to the current Skvera Rebbe, shlita, with the
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humility and love of a devoted Chosid.

Shockingly and tragically, Reb Moshe was
taken from us during the night of the 21 of Adar
5732 (1972) while he slept. He was 46 years old.

Further intricate details will have to await
a diligent future biographer. | have no doubt that
a pursuit of those facts will yield further insights
that we can all benefit from. However, it is the
broad strokes of this man’s life that | hope, with
G-d’s help, to describe in the following
paragraphs. For it is there, in the consistent
themes of his existence, that the essence of Reb
Moshe emerges.

Each of us is called upon to serve our
Creator in Torah, avodah and gemilus chasodim.
In these three categories we can subsume all the
spiritual strivings of a Jew. Reb Moshe Eisenbach
treated each one of them with the reverence and
passion that its essence deserves. And, crowning
his entire avodah was his humble unawareness of
his own greatness.

Torah Study

To say that Reb Moshe diligently learned
Torah or that he was a masmid or that he
devoted all his spare minutes to learning is




certainly true. But it doesn’t say nearly enough.
An example - Motzei Shabbos, after Havdolah he
would, if there were no pressing family matters
to attend to, immediately sit down to learn. And
learn meant seriously delving into gemara with
meforshim or Shulchan Arukh in depth or
Mishnayos. And, so he would sit for hours,
learning out loud, until whatever time he would
eat malevah malka.

And so it was on erev Shabbos or Purim
after the seudah or any number of times when
others are overwhelmed by other burdens, Reb
Moshe would be sitting in his dining room or in
shul hunched over a large gemora.

Before every yom tov one would see Reb
Moshe learning the
masechta related to that
holiday in addition to his
regular shiurim.

In other words his
day’s task was Torah
study. At times he had to
pause and do something
else but his “normal state”
was with a gemora.

And, as with every In the Sucah,
mitzvah he did, his learning Chol ha’Moed




was done with a geshmak. He always learned out
loud, chanting and translating the words to
himself if he was learning alone.

In addition to his regular studies, he would
spend time every day with one of the basic sifrei

musar, often sitting at meal times engrossed in
those works.

Avodas ha - Tefilah

His davening was a wonder to behold.
Every tefilah, whether recited in shul or at home,
was said with a fiery passion that will always to

‘be remembered by those who were worthy to
witness it. Each word was enunciated clearly.
Each word was recited out loud with enthusiasm.
In the privacy of his home he did the same. He
had a special corner set aside where, facing the
wall, he would recite birchas haTorah, asher
yotzar, and krias Shma al ha-Mitah. With similar
enthusiasm he said every birkas haMazon. All -
were regarded with the utmost seriousness and
reverence and treated accordingly.

And, on those occasions when he would
lead the tefilos in shul, the Rebbe z’y’a would
often remark, “It is a source of pleasure to me
when Reb Moshe goes to the amud.”




Chanukas ha’Bayis
Shabbos Kodesh

His Shabbos was altogether an absorption
in the holiness of the day and its spiritual
delights. He went to the mikveh long before
Shabbos began. By the time the zman arrived he
was in shul where he recited Shir haShirim and
pursued other studies and devotions until
minchah. At home his passionate recital of the
many pre- and post-seudah devotional prayers
were a wonder to behold; his entire demeanor
was bathed in reverence, fear, love and joy.

Ahavas Yisroel

Yet, inside this man who made such great
spiritual demands on himself, beat a heart that
welcomed all others, regardless of their distance
from his stature. He spoke kindly to all, with a
smile on his face and a twinkle in his eye. If
anyone spoke ill of another in his presence he
would always offer explanations and defenses of
that person’s behavior. The good in another he
always praised. The evil he always found a way to
excuse or defend. He was the living embodiment
of the twin attributes of judging one’s fellow in
the scale of merit and receiving every person
with a pleasant countenance.




Chanukas ha’Bayis

Hiskashrus L’Zaddikim

His devotion and love to the Rebbe z'y'a
knew no bounds. It was not based on communal
structures or even an attachment to the customs
of the Rebbe (the essential ones of which he
practiced). Instead it was rooted in a genuine
love for the Rebbe's person, for his unique
combination of piety and empathy. In a sense,
Reb Moshe was the true Chosid who sought to
absorb the fundamental teachings and deeds of
his Rebbe and make them part of his own
spiritual strivings.

Reb Moshe, on left, escorts Skvera Rebbe Zy"a
to shachris
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Some Personal Notes

To me Reb Moshe was not just a figure of
towering Chasidic piety. He functioned as my
rebbi, helping me in my initial studies when |
began in yeshiva in ninth grade and, in many
instances as a surrogate father, or better stated,
together with his worthy Rebbetzen (may she be
well), they formed a surrogate family. On all
yomim tovim and many Shabbosim over a seven
year period | was their guest (no matter how
many other family members or guests were
there!) My aufruf and Shabbos sheva brochos were
hosted by him and his family in his home. He
read the Kesubah at my Chuppah.

Why? What connection did we have?

When | first met him | didn’t speak or
understand a word of Yiddish. His English
language skills were very limited.

Yet, on a Sunday afternoon in the spring of
1965, when he saw me setting in the old Beis
Medrash in New Square he struck up a
conversation and evidenced an interest in my life
that didn’t end until his own life did.

He cared for all my needs from buying my
groceries when | would go home during Chol
Hamoed Pesach to lending me the seforim that |

@




needed (this being in a time when neither money
or new seforim where plentiful) to reviewing with
me a difficult gemora that | was struggling with in
my early days in yeshiva.

The Legacy

The fire of Reb Moshe’s tefilah, the
quantity and quality of his learning, his faith in
Zaddikim, his holy demeanor on Shabbos and Yom
Tov will be an example to all those who knew
him and now, hopefully, to all those who have
heard of him.

To me, though, and | think to all those
who knew him well, the trait that seems so
extraordinary, although seemingly so basic, was
Reb Moshe's great kindness, his sweetness, his
inability to anger or be upset with people. His
answer to cruelty, to indifference and evil was
to love and care more for others that much
more.

In this, the combination of self-demanding
personal piety with respect and love towards
others, that Reb Moshe was perhaps the ultimate
example of a true Chosid of his Rebbe and an
inspiration to us all. May we be worthy to follow
in his footsteps.
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May the merit of earlier Zaddikim and
Chasidim shield their descendants and followers
and all our people until the coming of Moshiach

speedily in our days.
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Reb Moshe in hus younger years. This is a picture
that he sent as a gift to his parents, The nusach
was his own, written on the picture’s back.
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