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son, the negativ
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 (Guilty) Con
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ington 

helle, N.Y. 

Craig 

science of a Con
s 

House; New Ro
c 

by Kenneth K
olson 

Those who g
et excited abo

ut bio- 

rhythms, of w
ho otherwise 

have a fetish 

for periodicity,
 can find much

 of inter” 

est in Americ
an electoral h

istory: Since 

the founding o
f our republic 

th 

occurred, at r
emarkably reg

ular inter” 

vals, certain elections that may 

termed “critica
l,” in that the

y resolv 

old debates, d
efined new issues, and 

drew the lines
 of partisan c

ombat for 

succeeding gen
erations. It is generally 

agreed that th
ese elections o

ccur in 

1800 (the “re
volution of 1800,” ac 

cording to Jef
ferson: it was the dea

th 

knell of the 
Federalists); in 1828 (a 

second Adam
s vanquished;

 Jacksonian 

mobs flowed 
into Washingt

on like the 

“revolting silo juices of Ohio” that 

were to turf
 Mencken's s

tomach a cen
” 

tury later); in 
1860 (the party

 System 

of a riven re
public fails; the part

y of 

the Union prev
ails); in 1896 

(McKin- 

leyism trium
phs over th

e silo juices); 

and in 1932 (M
cKinleyism ex

pires; Big 

Brother is conceiV ). Each period
 iS 

associated Wi 

as John Zves
per puts it, s

each of these
 

flict, has yet 

has been abl 

ciples as a conse
nsus. 

rin 

Mr. Kolson is 
a political scien

tist from 

Ohio. 

*Conservativ
e, of course.

 

Readers who have
 been keeping sco

re 

will note that ano
ther electoral rea

lign- 

ment was “due” d
uring the 1960s. 

At 

the time there we
re good grounds

 for 

believing that it wa
s occurring. For o

ne 

thing, critical elections 
are often ac 

companied of pre
ceded by strong th

ird 

movements (the Populists of 

1892, for example
, of the Progressi

ves 

of 1924), and in 
1968 the Americ

an 

Independent Par
ty, apparently o

n cue, 

came close to thr
owing the preside

ntial 

election into th
e House. Even 

the 

“surge” that sO 
often follows on

 the 

heels of realign
ment seemed to 

have 

occurred with th
e Nixon landslid

e of 

1972. Intelligent observers such as 

Kevin Phillips se
emed justified in

 pro” 

claiming an “emerging Republican 

majority.” 

But Jimmy Carte
r's victory in 19

76 

—so often attrib
uted (wrongly) t

o_his 

resurrection of 
the original Ne

w 

coalition—now s
eems to have pu

t the 

lie to the Realig
nment hypothesis

, and 

gives new hope 
to regular Democ

rats 

and the practitio
ners of the Old P

olitics 

generally. What
 gives? It is now be- 

coming eviden
t (to me, at l

east; many 

political scientis
ts would disagre

e) that 

the parties are 
not in the process 

sO 

much of realign
ing as of assumi

ng room 

temperature. Repo
rts of their immor

tal 

ity, it seems, have been greatly ex- 

aggerated. 
If the Democrat

s and Republica
ns (it 

is hard to kno
w which has t

he more 

assionate death 
wish) do go the

 way of 

the dodo, it will not necessa
rily mean 

an end to the pe
riodic convulsi

ons that 

d American po
litical 

it is hard to know
 how 
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principles can be expected to triumph 
in a nonpartisan political system. The 
American Way has been for principles 
to become synonymous with a party, 
and for those principles to be imposed 
during that party's period of dominance. 
Under the present circumstances con- 
servatives are entitled to wonder 
whether their principles have any fu- 
ture in American politics; Republicans 
are right to wring their hands over their 
party's gloomy prospects; and an intellj- 
gent man (William Rusher, for example) 
can be expected to ask why the fortunes 
of the former should be inextricably 
wedded to the fate of the latter. 

Craig Schiller's The (Guilty) Con. 
science of a Conservative raises these 
questions and more. It has as its thesis 
the contention that “the development 
and clarification of conservative theory 
are ultimately the only means of reviy- 
ing the sagging political fortunes of 
American conservatism”; implicitly, 
the book suggests that the fate of con. 
servatism does not depend on the sur- 
vival of the GOP. 
The first chapter of the book aims to 

measure the lengths to which main- 
stream conservatism — here represented 
by the National Review—is willing to 
£0 to stay in tune with the times, By 
orchestrating a sort of mock debate 
between William F. Buckley, Jr. and L. 
Brent Bozell, former editor of Triumph, 
Rabbi Schiller shows that today’s “con- 
servative” holds almost exactly the same 
opinions as yesterday's “liberal.” Having 
made its peace with Brown uv, Board, 
social security, etc., the editorial line 
of NR today is a sort of echo of the 
voice of "50s liberalism — The New Re. 
public, for example. Rabbi Schiller does 
not mean to suggest that conservatism, 
properly understood, is. an inflexible 
creed; a petrified vestige of premodern 
politics. His point is simply that “re- 
spectable conservatism no longer pos- 
sesses the vitality and firmness that a strong grasp of basic principles, together 
with starkly advanced programs, auto- 
matically results in,” 

Chapter Two (“What Is Conserva- 
tism?”) seeks to remedy this situation: to discover what conservatives have in 
common with one another. It is a short 
course in modern conservative political 
thought, introducing us to the writings of M. Stanton Evans, Frank S. Meyer, Eric Voegelin, Frederick D. Wilhelm- 
sen, Donald Atwell Zoll, Russell Kirk, and Thomas Molnar. His treatment of these writers, while cursory, is for the most part admirable. Those shying away, 
for whatever reason, from total immer- sion in this literature would find this essay quite useful, 

Chapter Three explores the relation ween conservatism and tradition, and Chapter Four analyzes the failure of four notable political campaigns that have been launched from the Right 

since the forging of the first New the 
coalition by FDR in 1932 (viZs | : 
Landon, oe Goldwater, wd Re 
campaigns). The moral of with 
is that there are two things wrong = 
contemporary American conservatist i 

“First, the American conservative 4 
movement has failed to understand ir 
and relate to the aspirations et 
majority of pet, Secon she Ae @ 
can Right has clung A ee 
that a have been sppealing 0 08 ot 
1890s, but frightens the cont 
rary citizenry.” wot 

Chapter Five shows that a AF 

Americans are, so to speak, atent € ' 

servatives. A review of th to the 
survey data leads Rabbi Schiller oo 
following conclusions: i. 
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in Sm means, as Rabbi Schil- 
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iii a Hoover or a Dulles 

iy Chapter Si AE a i: ih ix Schiller indicates that 
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omen ds Wenning with the 

thoy “and humility; he. H A fon 3 ould have to 
event |o iy fold yalty to traditional 

Woulg, >chool patriotism”; and 

Stand f, 
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iy 1d i iable ie Ya 

ite humble oe Sesh have risen 
ae teal fie s and thus could 

; ill his image-pro- 

Such 
ing, 2 politic; leeq Clan w, 

“For ip Sie be a fresh face 

has all too often wo
rn the dour, bah- 

humbugging coun
tenance of John 

Adams. This brand of conservatism 

has served well to temper America
n 

liberalism, a creed that. while largely 

unexamined by its p
artisans. boils down

 

to a belief in Progr
ess and the love of

 

equality; or, as Schiller puts it. to 

“egalitarianism, 
the innate goodness 

of man, and the 
infinite plasticity of 

human nature.” T
he ubiquity of this 

creed means that the
 torch of liberalism 

may be carried, mo
re or less gracefull

y, 

by even the most 
pedestrian of men. 

But the cause 
of conservatism. if it 

to be something
 more than a 

presumes 
dyspeptic reaction against the liberal 

creed, needs truly
 gifted leaders: 

men 

such as Washington. whose virtues 

made him seem l
arger than life eve

n to 

his illustrious con
temporaries, of L

in- 

coln, whose humil
ity and sense of i

rony 

rendered him imm
une © ideology. T

he 

greatest conserv
ative leaders ha

ve been 

men who have 
eschewed the pol

itics 

of passion, and 
of interest, and who

, 

donning the Swe
et Smile of Rea

son, 

have moved thr
ough @ Hamiltonian 

world with all t
he serenity of Je

fferson 

himself. Such me
n are rare; more 

ordi- 

nary fellows will
 need a little hel

p from 

Dr. Frankensteins
 of Madison Av

enue. 

This brings u
p the one resp

ect in 

which Rabbi Schiller’s book 
is unset: 

tling: itis quite cl
ear that S¢ 

that conservati
ve politicians 

to 

practice deceit 
(just one examp

le: the 

successful conservative politician of 

the future, acc
ording t Schill

er, would 

“have to enj
oy—o" at 

appearance of e
njoying [ 

ed] —crowds, h
andshaking. 

press conferenc
es, and al 

of mass-suffrag
e democracy”).

 In other 

words, pressin
g the flesh an

d exuding 

compassion for the downtrodden 
15 

designed as a 
cover for cons

ervatism, 

which can't re
veal its true fa

ce. Schiller 

seems to think
 that there is no differ- 

ence between th
is type of decept

ion and 

that of the N
ew York City

 politician 

who honors 
a venerable 

American tra
d” 

dition by stuffing his face full of bage
ls. 

kielbasi, pizza, barbecued ribs, and 

canapés as he rides the circuit o
f ethnic 

neighborhoods. But this institution 

like Tammany Hall itself, is harmless 

precisely because no one wou
ld ever 

dream of attributing anything 
ideologi- 

cal —anything liberal or conservative 

—to it. Schiller’s American Disraeli, 

on the other hand, is at once more 

cerebral and more calculating. 
Since he 

doesn’t come by his grega
riousness nat: 

urally—the way Hubert H
umphrey did, 

for example—there is something de- 

cidedly comical about h
im. One con 

templates Schiller compi
ling an itinerary 

for his Disraeli (read Jack Kemp 
or 

Phil Crane) on the 
hustings: 

6:30 AM Breakfast 
with 

Buckley brothers 

Tape interview with 

Phyllis George 

Skull session with 

Eric Voegelin at 

Notre Dame 

Greet workers at auto
 

assembly plant; don 

cloth cap and bowling 

shirt 

Rap session with 

Merv Griffin 

Return Solzhenitsyn's
 

phone call 

Take limousine to 

Peoria, read Spengler 

en route 

Chamber of Com- 

merce luncheon; 

wear polyester leisure 

suit; order “lite” beer 

2:30 PM Confer wi
th George 

Meany; smoke cigar
 

Visit workingman'’s
 

7:15 

9:00 

9:15 

9:45 

10:25 

10:30 

12:00 

4:00 
bar in Gary; drink 

Stroh’s 

7:00 Deliver Leo Strauss 

lecture, University 

of Chicago. 

And so on and on. 

This juxtaposition of conservative 

philosophy with neopopulist imagery 

is wildly incong
ruous, t0 be s

ure. But 
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in my heart I suspect Schiller is probably 
right. When one considers the swollen 
ranks of middle-class socialists and 
Gucci liberals, then maybe there’s noth- 

ing so remarkable about working-class 
or bourgeois tories. And turnabout is 
fair play, after all. Pass the Stroh'’s, 
Rabbi. 0 

Youth’s Labors Lost 
David Holbrook: A Play of Passion; 
W. H. Allen; London. 

by Gordon Pradl 

Has there ever been an adult who 
at first blush did not wax nostalgic over 
adolescence? We seem to have an end- 
less capacity for such idealized retro- 
spection. Yet when these reflections 
are challenged, we readily admit to the 
pain and suffering, the clumsy and awk- 
ward moments, that actually charac- 
terized the series of passages preceding 
adulthood. Indeed, it would be hard to 
disagree with the extreme position 
Shakespeare expresses in A Winter's 
Tale, “1 would there were no age be- tween ten and three and twenty, or that youth would sleep out the rest. For there is nothing in the between but get- ting wenches with child, wronging the 
ancientry, stealing, fighting.” Although 
youth might well have been a time of 
boundless possibility before our cate- 
gories froze and “shades of the prison- 
house began to close upon the growing 
boy,” essentially it was a time of things 
only half-known, the “blank misgivings 
of a creature moving about in worlds 
not realized.” 
The trials that an adolescent faces 

involve seeking answers to what it 
means to be an adult, to what makes for 
life and what works against it. For this 
quest to be successful, for the agony 
of youth not to be offered up in vain, 
adolescents need an image of a coherent 
adult world they can eventually merge 
with. They need a facilitating environ- 

Dr. Pradl teaches English Education 
at New York University, New York 
City. 

ment, one which fosters integrative social values, as they struggle to infuse 
meaning into their probing relation- ships with the opposite sex, into their search for a fulfilling vocation, and into 
their desire for a creative interplay be- tween self and community. Such are the major themes the British poet and novelist, David Holbrook, takes up in his latest novel, A Play of Passion, which chronicles the transitional seventeenth year in the life of Paul Grimmer whom we first met as a young tank officer in Flesh Wounds, (1966) Holbrook's pow- erful and graphic recreation of events surrounding the D-Day invasion of Normandy, 

Xo A Play of Passion the time is 1940, the place Norwich, an east coastal town particularly susceptible to the hostilities that have already broken out, Thus the disintegrating social values which con- cern Holbrook have their concrete ana- logue in the missiles which nightly threaten the well-being of the city. Paul Grimmer is completing his final year of school before going up to Cambridge, but his benevolent and progressive head- master has decided that at this particular juncture additional book-learning would not benefit him, so he has arranged for Paul to work part-time at the Madder- market Theatre in Norwich. This op- portunity places Paul in the larger world of art and imagination, while providing him with new bearings as he begins shaping his identity, independent of his parents and free of the materialism which clashes so with his youthful idealism, 
Paul's idealism 

feelings of comm 
flow of the 

Brows out of his inner 
union with the ebb and 

natural world, an at-oneness 

18 

in the 
Holbrook evokes for us in down # 

novel as Paul is slowly gli 

river in a small rowboat. : 

smal 
“As he watched a shoal of ve 

fish all lying in the same S ee 

and then suddenly all taming vert 

to face another direction, or istinct 

yellow, with a similar oa ee 

masking pattern on €ac caningfol 

knew that he existed in a mei By 

world. He could not formule he A :+. nor di 
meaning in relation to » io world 
strive to . . . all belong! flowing 

that went on, under the SR ow ar 
and leaping and brent i 
folding and sweeping i thyth? 
current, which had its © Poh 

and purpose. And he belong i 

06S 
Yet from this calm center Pav (ing 
to experience a range 0 Ks partic 

emotions. And it is Hoftrod able © 
lar strength as a novelist JF relatio? 
faithfully render the samp during 
ships that Paul must sort © ents, fof i 
this troubled time. His Phi ” 

stance, fail to understan jisagreeme” 

ambitions and violent En : 

ensue, but their basic oe pa inst a 

vealed when they support ost pet 

new martinet headmaster w ation Wit 
ening to revoke Paul's a celatio 

the Maddermarket. A th AONE 
ship which confuses Pau) oe awake 
his first girl. Although | nderness 
feelings of warmth an hoe 10 new 
Paul, she is unable to S a cultural} 
discovered intellectual =e ul is OF 
terests, and thus at the on 

between jealousy au) 19 
oes off to marry another. 2 

1 Yet such struggles seem pose o 

fare of adolescence and S vel pe 
special difficulties for i mor 

gonist. Holbrook, howeV ’ qamely © 4 
pernicious drama in min "singly or, 
the adult landscape, inete ly wor : 

nated by the vacuous os jis fail A 
of nihilistic culture nd 5 models: It “ 
to offer youth viable Joa threate" 
this state of affairs whic tions 10 

seduce Paul into false a! o led 
problem of living, thred throu? 

. » works 
him in a void even as he 
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